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Phil. 3. 20, 


For our ( onverſation 5 1 


H. aVyen. 


\ He greateſt part of 
men, yea the great- 
eſt uumover of thoſc 
that go under the 

notion of Chriſtians, little 

con{ider, for what end they 
ere horn, or Why tiey Came 
into the wetid ; cite wouid 
they not rave! out thieir thort- 
lived daycs, in puriuing after 

Eartl:ly vanitics, v hole beau- 
ty ſoon fades, and their Luſtre 
Eccayes, Certainly thole 

A--2: think. 


(2) 

think Heaven hath no defira- 
bte gtory in ir, that Etercal 
Joyecs are not worth ſecking 
aftcr, or elle they would nor 
{0 undervaiue them ; tcy 
are Stars of the firſt magni- 
tude, placed in an high Orb, 
who can with the Apoltle 
fay, Onur Converſation i 10 
Heaven, O what delight- 
ful, oh what pleaſant lives do 
they | live, who are heirs of 
happineſs ; who regard thcir 
1mmortal {ouls, and will not 
for a few tranſtent delights,or 
momentany Pp icafares, or aery 
honours part with heir title 
© ticir ſucure Inheritance ! 
who can cheerfuily think 
on their dying day, it being 
the day of their deliverance 
from the remnant of Cor- 
ruption ! Ir puts an end to 
tlicir icars, and cares, and 

o1Ves 


(3) 

oives them the poſſceſhon of 
the Lord Jeſus. The worid 
can give no {uch hopes or 
comforts as afſlured Chri- 
ſtians are partakers of, who 
though their Commorat» 
on be on Earth, yer their 
Converſation is in Heaven ; 
They carry themſelves as 
Citizens of $707, as Burgeiles 
of the New Jeruſalem. 

My Text is the live'y 
POurtraicture of a true Saint, 
the exact Charaſtcr of a 
real believer ; in which you 
may Odierve, 

1, Whathe is forthe pre- 
ſent, bs Conucrſation 15 10 
H(AaUen. 

2, What in Expectation, 
from whence he expects a Sa- 
w!our, even the Lora Feſus 
Chriſt, 


A 4 [ 


Cn dos 


(4) 

1 ſhall not here imitate 
the Aſtronomer to cat the 
Heavens into various Cir- 
cles, by curious ſuppotitions, 
E need not any hypotheſis to 
ſalve the appearances of the 
Cceleſtial Orbs, but obſerve 
this plain Method, 

1. Shew you what 1s 
meant by Heaven. 

2. What by Cecnverſati- 
on. There is in Scripture 
mention made of a Threetold 
Heaven. 

I. Celum nature, A na- 
rural Heaven, and this 1s two 
{0!d. 

I. Azrium in gu aves vo- 
litant, {he air in which the 
Bires flye, Hence they arc 
{0 Often ltyicd, the Fow'ls of 
hy F:aven, Jer. 7.33. Plal. 

79.2 EU. 13+ 19; 


2, *oMithe- 


(59 
2, eAftherenm (Viz.) fir- 


mamentum comprehenaens 
omnrs Spheras Celeſtes, The 
firmament comprehending 
all the Coelettial Orbs, Gen. 
1.14, 15. 47d God ſaid let 
there be lights in the firma- 
ment of Heaven, to aivide 
the day from the night. 

2, Thcoreis Corluny Gratie. 
This is the Church militant, 
Rev.12.7. There was war 1n 
Heaven, And though it be 
true thar Chriſt dwelleth in 
Nis Church, yer in the Text 
ere IS an expectancy of 
Chriſt from it; So that by 
Heaven here is mcant the 
Third Heaven. Calum Glo- 
Y1.e + Quod off beat {imum 
illud habttaculum, in qus De- 
ur Glriam (tam Angels, or 
Flectis anauitfeſtat, That 
Lifted: habitation in which 


As Go! 
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(6) 
God manifeſts his gory to 
the Angels, and elect per- 
ſons ; this is the place whi- 
ther Chriſt aſcended, and in 
and from which he demon- 
ſtrates his goodneſs, 
2, Whatis meant by Cox- 
Ver ſation, 
The word in thc Original 
Our City ©%iTweaa, OMELtIMCS IS ren- 


whereof  dred a City, and this. ſhews 


Gee m4 the conſent of the expectation 
whereun- both of the Old, and New 
Sag EI Teſtament, exc. Abraham, 
is Heaven, /ſaac and Facob looked for a 
£+:4:55 City above, an we ſeek for 
744 ut c- ONE that is to come, Heb. 
Ow y LEX I &. Take the worcs 
-e/x e+, 10 this ſenſe, and then you 
dnotog may obſerve, That Heaven 
» 8-8 15a Chriſtians home : but the 
 *.. word is uſed for a mans Con- 

verſing, as Phil. 1. 27. et 

your CoxUtriation be as &c. 


Curry 


(7) 

Carry your ſelves as Citizens 

of an heavenly Fernſalem. 

You difter much fromChriſts 
Encmies, they mind carthly Vu" me 
things. But do yu trade in epojtun 
Heaven,and have your hearts xelerk ay 
where your 'Freafure is, SO wm 4 
that the Obſervation from /"""-: 


the word:, is this, pes Celorum 
05 Btrt- 


” 4, Steph. Beſa. Jr notre Cinitatts oft in Calo; 
ſeu Cris ſums Cali, Non terre: que 11 11 Cats 
Lil, 7's ©} i”; dev; MY; [{ Ss Tanch. 


A Chriſtians Conter ſatis 
on vs an Heavenly Conterſa- 
FI0N., 

He lives in the world 
above the world: whileſt 
others are hoarding up trea- 
{urcs on earth, he is provi- 
Cing for a ſuture ſtate by iay- 
ing hoid on etcynal life, 
and preparing for Heaven. 

Naturals lay of Doves, 

| chat 


(S) 
that they will live and chrive 
boti 1n hot and cojd places, 
Chriſtians muſt ever, wite- 
ther the World {mile or 
frown, bePoing forward in 
their heavenly Courſe to- 
wards the haven of Eternal 
b.ils, 

Our Converſation us 1n 
Heaven, 

But this may ſ{cem a para- 
dox and ſtrange tomany, and 
they are ready to ſay S Ma- 
ry to the Angel, ow can 
thy be? 

Anſw, 1. A Chriſtian may 
be in Heaven whileſt on 
Earth in reſpect of his Gde- 
fires : he longs to be with 
Chriſt, that he may haye 
{wcet familiarity with him, 
and aiwayes enjoy his pre- 
ence, His heart 1s pierced 
with the arrows of his Sa- 
Fe viours 


(9) 


viours love; and think it nor 
ſtrange if in an holy pathos 
of defire, like the tweet 
{linger of 1ſrael, he warble 
forth this expreſſion, Pla], 
42.2. As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, [0 
thirſteth my ſoul after thee O 
God, when {hall [ come and 
appear before thee? A Saint 
{criouſly thinks, O how hap- 
Dy are they that are taſting 
of tho:e plea'ures at Govs 
right hand, that are enjpying 
their Saviours delightful 
company, wiuleſt he is utcer- 
ing d eful complaints here 
q bclow ! and therefore $i ug 


|\| Lord thy Kingdom come 


{|| come. {iweet Icſus, come 
qui os Rev, 22. 

A Saints hope 15 there, 
thee 6. which hope we have 


as an Anchor. of the Soul 
both 


" Se Wl AS ap 4, 
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both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and 
which entreth into that with- 
in the vail. True hope is 
like fire, an active Elemenr 
ever flaming upwarcs t0- 
wards Heaven, towards thoſe 
Manſtons of glory God hath 
prepared for his Children, 
It is a Jubilee to tne Saints 
heart, a Joy to their thoughts 
tothink of appearing deforc 
God. 

3. A Saints love is there, 
This divine grace 1s like Fa- 
cobs ladder, by which the ſou! 
aſcends from Earth to Hea- 
ven, A Chriſtians atteti- 
Ons are not tyed to the worl4s 
embracements, the Glory of 
Heaven raviſheth his heart 
with delight and Joy; ſeeing 
by faith theſe erernal Mant:- 
os cMiplaid before the tou!, 
x mncrealerh Love, he 1s ati- 

2: dear 


Pok 
ecared in affection towards 
Chriſt, and cryech out, Shew 
me my Lord and it ſufficeth, 
Tohn 14. 8. God is the throne 
of Divine love, and Heaven 
is the Saints Reſt. 

4. A Chiſtian is in Hea- 
ven whileſt on; Earth in re- 
ſpe of his deportment. He 
behaves himſelf in this life 
as a Citizen of Heaven, as 
one that hath higher 
thoughts and imaginations 
than meer carnal men : he 
ſtrives to do that good now 
tnat he may hear of with 
comfort at the great day of 
Account. He lives as one that 
doth believe the World to 
be an Enemy to his (alvaci- 
On, and therefore doth nce 
hx his afte&ions on ir, bur 
cilfeſteems things below, 
Whatever raging. paſſhon 

| may 


(12) 
may ſay againſt an holy lite, 
yet heis reſolved not to dim 
the glory of Chriſtianity by 
4 wicked Converlation, He 
prefers the Lord Jelus before 
the choiceſt things here be- 
low : though Chriſt be under 
a Crown of thorns anc. ail 
things clic jn a beauteous 
dreſs, he undervalues them 
in reſpect of him, He will 
part with life the choiceſt 
earthly Jewel rather than he: 
will ſhrink from that hop? 

Jaid pin glory.a\ 
Reaſons why a Ciriſtians 


Converſation 1% in Heaven, 


I, Becaule their cailing is 
too high for any other place, 
roo noble for any Earthiy 
Market or Excl:ungc., Our 
{ou.s arc t00 Pretious and if- 
£ciious for Eartl), being of 
Large expectancy and detues, 

W hence 


(13) 

W hence it is that no Crea- 
tureis ſo pleafing in polleſſi- 
on as it Was in expectation. 
No true ſatisfaction till} we 
come to glory. In Heaven 
only a Chriſtian finds his 
Quietus, O there is fecuri- 
ty and ſafery, 

2 Reaſon, Becauſe God, 
his holy Angels and the ſpi.- 
rits of Juſt men made per- 
fect are there, A glorious 
King attended on by tuch Sa- 
 crec ones conſtitutes a Court 
ſurpaſſing S:/omons,the ſplen- 
Cor of which did once Cde- 
ſpoil a ſplendid Queen of all 
her (pirits, 

If 179ſes his face did thine 
to aſtoniſhment, when he 
had been bur in a dark Cloud 
becauſe God was there : gio- 
rified Saints then who have 
waſhed thcmlieives in the 

Biouo 
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Blood of the Lamb are fairer 
than the Sun. Is not Heaven 
worth breathing after, when 
fuch a Soveraign 1s fo at- 
rended, where there 15s no 
want of any thing © God will 
give his Saints abundamtly 
above what they are able to 
ask or think, 'Epheſ. 3. 20, 
where they will have de- 
lightful company, Com- 
munion with Saints and An- 
gels, where they ſhall be 
Coheirs with Chriſt, and of 
the houſhold of God, Epheſ. 
2.19. 

3 Reaſon, Becauſe the 
wor:d is not worthy of 
them, Heb, 11. 38. and in 
and amongſt ſuch worthleſs 
ones to converſe bewrayes 
either Ciſeſtcem or Ignorance 
of the glories to be revealed, 
Wonder not if Saints defire 


lO 


(15) 
to be where no accuſer is ad-. 
mitted, nor evidence ac- 
cepted, nor Indictment found, 
the accuſer of the Brethren 
being caſt our, and an cternal 
caim following thoſe turbu- 
lent iftorms they have been 
rolled in here, 

4 Reaſon, Becauſe the 
world loves them not, and to 
converſe with enemies 15 im- 
prudence, and will ruine and 
deſtroy us ; If we partake of 
their ſins, we ſhall partake 
likewiſe of their Judgements. 
Hence David cryes out Pſal. 
120.5, Woe ts me that I 
awell in Meſeck, and ſojourn 
in the Tents of Kedar, that 
I lye like a pcarl amongſt 
rubbiſh, that I am deſpiled 
and perſecuted, O how am 
I obliged to converſe with 
my maker and to trade in 
Heaven, Uje, 


—_—_— a7 a t 
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{e, If a Chriſtians Con- 
verſation be in Heaven, 
Then this Reproves thoſe 
whoſe Converſation is. on 
Earth, who had rather be 
terre filiithan Cali hareacs, 
Sons of the Earth, than 
heirs of Heavens who have 
no higher thoughts, nobler 
ends, than to fare here with 
Dives deliciouſly every day, 
and neglect the welfare of 
their ſouls ; who reſembic the 
murmuring lſraclites, that 
werCc more plealed with the 
Onyons of Zgp#, than the 
ſwecer Cluſters of Canaan, 
more delighted with Earthiy 
Traih thin the Viands of 
Heaven, Fuoiſh are many 
in cclaying to provide for fu- 
ture blils, and when the Sym- 
ptomes of dcath are upon 
them, and the pu'ſe beats 
faint 


(17) 
faint and quick,then they be- 
gin in a ſuperficial manner to 
cry out, Lord have mercy on 
us, To ſuch I ſay, O ye 
Sons of Earth, of darknels, 
awake and hear the Lord, 
before the Grave and Hell 
have ſhut cheir mouths upon 
you, Set about the firs 
of your ſouls ſpeedily ; Va- 
Ine not your Gold above 
God, nor your earthly peb- 
bles above the pear! of price, 
 Earthly things are bur ſha- 
dows, which will ſoon vaniſh 
when the Sun of life is ſer. 
The world in all its Gallan- 
try is but like a picture drawn 
on ice, which affords no ſta- 
bility, but whileſt you are 
ſtanding on it, you are gli- 
ding from it ; Fix not then 
your happineſs on ſo flight a 
foundation, | 
Na: 


REI rn, ; 


(18) 

Naturaliſts ſay that no 
water will quench the Dra- 
gons thirſt, No Creature 1 
am ſure can fill the vaſt de- 
ſires of an Immortalſoul, O 
what folly is it then eagerly 
to purſue the world, and neg- 
Ie&t Heaven, to ſpend our 
time in vanity and to flight 
eternal happineſs « Many 
do not think what will com- 
fort a departing ſoul. 

2. Icreproves thoſe whoſc 
Conrerſation is in Hell, who 
ſcarce remember the Name 
of God but in their Oathes 
and blaſphemies, whoſe am- 
bition is to out-vye each 
other in {in and iniquity, who 
ſer their mouths againſt Hea- 
ven, and offer violence to 
Gods Saints, who ſcorn Re- 
ligion and the wayes of hok- 
nels. How ſlightly dothey 
pals 


" (19) 


als away their precious 
Fouts whileſt God ſtands by, 
and time makes haſte, and 
ceath approaches, they do 


_ the Devils work, and with- 


out Repentance are loſt for 
ever. How many Atheiſts 
are there that deny the Lord 
that made them, that walk 
Antipodes to Heaven, and 
at contrary to the revealed 
will of the moſt high 7 Thele 
are but beaſts dreſt in the ha- 
bits of men. O how fooliſh 
and ſenſleſs arc they to ſolace 
themſelves with lying vani- 
ties when their ſouls are al- 
moſt loſt ! No ink is black 


| enough to deſcribe thoſe dif- 


mal Clouds of fury under 
which they reſt, Their Re- 
lations, Familics, poſleſſions 
are accurled, Prov. 3. 33. 
The Curſe of the Lora 1s in 

the 


(20) 


the honſe of the wicked, their | 
names ſhall rot, The Lord | 
will ſend on them curſing, 
vexation and rebuke in all 
that they put thetr bands #n- 
zo till they be deſtroyed, Deut, 
28, 20, But that which ag- 
oravates their miſery, they 
thall be puniſhed hereafter 
with unexpreſſible torments. 
I have read of Charles 
King of Swedes a great Ene- 
my to the Jeſuites, that when 
he took any of their Col- 
ledges, he put the younger 
ſort into Mines, ſaying thac 
ſince they had wrought hard 
above ground, he would 
make tryal how well they 
could work under ground. 
Thus Satan ſerves hisAgents, | 
when they have wrought 
hard for him on Earth, 
he will pay them their 


WAPBCS 
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wapes in the dark vault of 
hell. 

3 Uſe of Examination , 
Examine your ſelves whe- 
ther your Converſation be 
in Heaven or nor, It's an ea- 
fier matter than many think 
co diſcover what we are to 
our (ſelves, though the heart 
be deceitful ; See then where 
your Trade moſt Iyes; Lec 
not your Salvation hang in 
ſufpence, Do nor follow 
Chriſt as the Jews did Sau! 
trembling. Though you can- 
| not aſcend into Heaven, and 
fee your Names written in 
the Book of life, yet may 
you deſcend into your own 
hearts, and know what prin- 
ciples you are guided by, If 
{ you be ſaved hereafter, you 
muſt be ſanifted whilcſt 
here, Heb, 12, 14. 

"i | 


(22) 

I have read of a Scnator 
relating to his Son the great 
honours decreed to 4 number | 
of Souldiers whoſe Names | 
were written in a Book; the 
Son was Importunate to lcc 
1c; the father ſhew'd him the 
outlide, it ſcemed {o glorious 
that the Son Celired him to 
open it ; by no means, (faith 
he, it is Scaled by the Coun- 
cil ; Then faith the Son, 
cell me if my name be there ; 
The. father  an{wered the 
names are {ccret ; The Son 
con[{tdering diligently how he 
might get nishaation delired 
him to declare the merits of | 
thoſe inſcribed, which he 
p:rformed, and the Son con- 
ny with his own heart 

found himſelf none of them, 
My friends, though the Book 
ct Life, 10 which the names 

| of 


: 
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P 
(23) 
of thoſe that are Decreed ta 


Glorious Crowns be lecrer, 


yet their delerts are open, 
Thoſe that would have Hea- 
ven hereafter, muſt have hea- 
venly Convertations whileſt 
here, Now would you noc 
fail in lo great a duty * 

Firſt, Conlider where your 
heart is moſt, Do you love 
God or the Wold better, 
Heaven or Earth * Whece 
your chick happinels 15, there 
your afte&tions will be pla- 
ced. Matth. 6.21. where 


your Treaſure ts, there your 


hearts will be likewiſe. 
Sancts tbt ſunt, ubt RENTS 


ſunt, Saints are Lere in 


their affections, whither as 
vet they arc not come in their 
attainments, Their thoughts 
feed on the faircſt ovicets, 
and take ever and anon a 

B 2 Ura 


(24) 
turn or two upon Mount Ta- 
bor, and have continual aſcen- 
fons in their hearts after 
Heaven, they mind the things 
above, Col, 3.2, Now Car- 
nal men they are of the 
Earth, and ſpeak of the 
Earth, Feb. 3.31. As the 
Graſhoppers are bred, live 
and dye in the ſame ground; 
So thele men are wholly 
Earth in their whole courlc. 
How do many drown their 
reaſon in ſenſuality, and ſpend 
no ſerious hours about Hea- 
ven and Eternity ? They can 
find rime to Ear, to drink, to 
ſport and play, but never 
think on their future Con- 
dition. If thy Converſation 
be in Heaven, thy heart will 
be there the moſt. 

2, Tf your Converſation 
be in Heaven, you will joy 
and 


(25) 

and rejoyce when you ſee 
your ſpiritual eſtate thrive, 
and prieve at its decrea{c. 
The wile Merchant is well 
piealcd with a gainful bar- 
pain; The Laborious huſ- 
bandman is much delighted 
with a fruitful Increaſe z and 
the ſincere Chriſtian is much 
Comforted at the Thriving 
of his graces. He loves to 
lee thele Celeſtial ſparks 
blown up into a flame , he 
breaths after the Spirits in- 
Auences, and is delighted 
with its pleaſant Gales. 
True Chriſtians are much 
troubled when they perceive 
themſelves in a declining 
Condition, 

3. If your Converſation 
bein Heaven,. you have fre- 
quent intercourſe and Com- 
munion with God, You 

B 3 are 
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ire much in Contemplation 
of his excclicncy, in admiring 
his infinite beauty, in adore- 
ing his unſpeakable Great- 
nels, 1n woncering at his ad- 
mirable love to the Sons of 
men. You have frequent 
approaches to Cod by pray- 
er, making your requeſts a: "AY 
wants known to him. You 
are Favourites in the heaven- 
iy Court ; and may ſpeak 
freely to the King ot Kings, 
and nced - no Angels tO be 
Mcutatuurs tobring you into 
the prclence Chamber, Te- 
ſus Chriſt will be your fn- 
rerccltour, Epheſ. 3 12, In 
him you have boldneſs and 
frecdom of accels to the 
"Throne of grace, If you be 
{orrowfui, from him you may 
expect true Joy ; If you be 
incompaſled with fears and 
coubts, 


LOSER +... <2 


(27) 


 Coubts, make. your ſuit unto 


him why will -relieve and 
help : The Gates of Heaven 


are Oye open unto you, 


and you | have the priviledge 
of Gn16s Ear, 

4 Ute of Exhortation, Let 
this Exhort you all to Hea- 
venly Converſations, Let 
your affeRtions and actions 
be bound for Heaven, in {crv- 
ing men ſee that yout ſerve the 
L* Jeſus Chriſt, Lnizate .h»{- 
Angelical beings that wait on 
the God of Glory ; thous! 
ſent on. Gods mctlzoc ON 
Earth, yet they are never 09 
of their Heaven, Do you 
hope to be Co-heirs with 
Chriſt, Citizenz of Z19z, O 
then live furrabie to your 
hopes, 1 Theſ, 2,"12,' Waik 
Wor thy of him that bath” 
called you to bis Kinzaum 

B 4 and 
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and glory ; Thy Calling is 
Heavenly, Hes. 3. 1. Ic is 
from God, and thercfore 
ſhould lead thee to God, 
O what noble, O what cx- 
cclient lives do they tive who 
Trade in Heaven, who have 
familiar Converſe with their 
maker, whoſe ſouls are beau- 
tified with the graces of 
Gods Spirit, who are inte- 
reſted in aich promiſes, 1in- 
titled to a glorious King- 
dom ! 

Now for Motives to per- 
ſwade you to the practice of 
this duty, 

1, Conſider, they that 
drive an heavenly Trade 
ccal in the choiſel(t things, 
Viz, Precious graces, that 
make them partake of the 
Divine nature, that ſtamp 
the Image and dap” 

® 
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of God upon the ſoul, that 
make them find favour in 
the eyes of the Lord, Gen. 
6. 8. Divine graces are of a 
Celeſtial extra&, and make 
men live the life of God ; 
they are the Riches of a 
Saint, they are his choice 
Ereaſure, they prepare him 
for Communion with his 
Makcr, for intercourſe with 
his Redeemer, for converle 
with his preſerver. They 
are the ſouls Ornament, they 
are a Chriſtians belt life- 
fare , they are of more va- 
ue than Rubies, yea all thac 
thou canſt deſire are not to 
be compared to them, A 
grain of Grace is worth a 
Talent of Gold, A Stem of 
this Tree all the Cedars in 
Lebanon, Theſc mike you 
fit :ohe partakers of the 1n- 
5 Ck 11 
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defiled Inheritance ; theſe 
prepare for glory, You way 
goto Heaven without Rich- 
es, but not without Righte- 
oulnels; You may go to 
Heaven without Gold, bur 
not without Grace, Divine 
eraces fill the ſoul full of 
Comfort at the dreadful day 
of Fudgement, when Kings, 
Nobles and mighty men 
ſhall catl ro the Rocks ro 
fall on them, and to the hills 
to hide them from the face 
_ of him that fitreth on rhe 
Fhrone, - Rev. 6. 15. Then 
will the truly Gracious Chri- 
tian appear- lovely, clothed 
in their bright Robes, rc- 
joycing, becauſe Felus their 
Fudge is rheir friend. 

2 Motive to pertiwade to 
Converſein Heaven, becaule 
there arc heart-fatisfying 

rea. Ucs, 
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treaſures, Pſal, 17, 15, 7 
fhall be ſatisfied when 7! 
awake with thy likeneſs, 
Here one good bargain Pro- 
yokcs to another, "and tor- 
tures the heart if we procure 
it not, bur Heaven fiils the 
ſoul full of ſatisfaction. Here 
the body my be ſooner fi1'd 
with air,-than the foul with 
carth. Were we Sov eraigns 
of the world, placed in the 
chairs of « dignity and ho- 
n ur, filled with Natures 
choi-eſt exccllencics, yet this 
could afford no true joy fo: 
the ſoul. The worlds great- 
c{t darlings in the midſt ot 
LiCIT ſufficiency are in 
ſtraights, Fob 20, 22, they 
are never ſatisfica, but like 
the horſe-leeches two daugh- 
ter, they ery, givegive, AS 
the Angel told the woman 
COR- 


039) 
concerning Chriſt, Luk.24.6. 
he is not here, he us riſen ; (0 
may 1 ſay concerning ſatisfa- 
tion, it 15 to be found inan 
bigher region, Heaven will 
afford the Soul full content, 
Pfal. 16.11. 7» thy preſence 
there u fulneſs of joy , thole 
Riches, thoſe bleſſed and glo- 
rious plea(ures, that excecd- 
ing eternal weight of glory 
which is there polleſſed by 
Saints, will infinitely delight 
all the faculties of the ſoul ; 
then may the believer fir 
gown and lay, I have enough, 
my treaſures will not ruſt, 
decay, or be diminiſhed, they 
will laſt for ever. 

3 Motive, Becaule they 
that trade in Heaven, are 
free from much care and fear 
that Crucifties the heart, 
Floy are rich men troubled 

LO 
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to ſecure their - deſtrable 
things, how (olicitous what 
to do with their abundance ? 
as we lee in the example of 
the Rich man in the Goſpel], 
whoſe ground brought forth 
great increalc, and he asked 
the Queſtion, what ſhall 7 
ao with all thy ? Luk.12.19. 
how ſhall I'protect this ſtore 
that ic be nor loſt or taken 
from me 27 this is the com- 
mon ſpeech of nature, In- 
creale of Revenues cauſes in- 
creale of troubles. Now 
thole Noble Merchants that 
drive a trade in Heaven need 
not go to any Enſurance of- 
fice for ſecurity, they need 
not fear, God is a ſafe Trea- 
ſury, their Riches are hid 


with Chriſt in God , Colol. 
3+ 3. 
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4 Motive, Becauſe of tte: 
Exceilency of Heaven, Glo- 
riows thinos are ſpoken of 
thee, O thou wy of God, Plate 
$7.3. 

Here arethe hioheſ honorly x 
the ſweeteſt pleaſures , the 
nobleſt riches ; Here thy ſoul 
will be fhlled with unuttera- 
ble Ecſtalies- of Joy at the 
jrohe of thy dear Redecmer 
here thou wilt be free from 
all thy cares and troubles, 
and enjoy periect communi- 
on with the Eternal God ; 
here thou needeſt not to fear 
poverty or want, in thy fa-- 
thers houſe there” Ss bread 
caough and to ſpare for all 
Iis Children, Hiſtorians 
obſerve, that the Riches of 
Cyprizs invited the Romans 
tro hazard Cangerous fights 
for the Conquering of it ; 

and 
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and (hall not the excellency 
of Heaven, the true treaſuic 
that is there, thoſe durable 
riches at Chriſts right hand 
perſwad- us to an n heavenly 
Converſation ? what a 
Crown of. Glory, w ws Pa- 
radiic of pleaſure hath God 
provided for his faithful fer- 
vants ! Could the carclcts 
world but behold the beau- 
ty, the peace, the lovelincſs 
of tis City, they would ad- 
mire and affect it. 1 he Ita- 
lians have a Proverb, He who 
hath nt ſeen Venice avth nat 
belicve, and he who hath not 
lived there ſome time, aoth 
not underſtand what 4 City 
it is ; Sure I am, he that 
hath not by the Eye of faith, 
viewed the glory of this 
place, cannot belicve, and he 
wo hath nt been with Pa! 
caught 
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caught up into the Third 
Heaven, cannot underſtand | | 
the excellency thereof. Were 
ix poſſible for us to ſee the 
Royal Palace of the great 
King, to aſcend to the 
Throne of the moſt high, 
and ſee the ſtately Court, 
and the noble entertainment 
that is there, thou would(t 
diſcſteem of all things here, 
and long to be in Heaven. 
If the Queen of Sheba could 
ſay of So/omons attendants, 
happy are thy men, and happy 
are theſe thy ſervants W vich 
ſtand continually before thee, 
1 King 10, 8, how happy 
then are they that arc Citi- 
zens of the Cceleſtial Zion, 
and benold the face of God ! 
This City Heaven in which 
Saints jhould Converſe, 
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Firſt, is a place of ſecuri- 


ty. The Lord doth watch 
and wardit; the Inhabitants 
are free from all perils and 


dangers, they are above all 


Storms and Tempeſts, Hi- 
ſtorians relate that they who 


are at the top of the Alpes 


can ſee great ſhowers of Rain 
fall under them, but not one 


drop light on them, They 


who are placed on the hea- 


venly Mount Zzoz I am ure 


are fafe from the troubles 
that the men of the world 
are Cexerciied with, We 
readin Gez.11.4. that when 
the builders of che Tower of 
Babel thought ro makethem- 
ſelves ſafe, they cryed our, 


let us build a Tower whoſe 


top may reach to Heaven, 
thinking thereby to ſecure 


themſclves from another de- 


luge, 
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lace, an! to be above danger, 
Once in Heaven, and you Are 
above Satans rage and ma- 
lice, you nzed not fear the 
deſtroyer, he entreth not into 
the .lioiy City ; the cannot 
approach this new Feruſa- 
lem, he cannot diſturb your 
Peace. - - ©. 

2. Of Plenty, All things 
delirable .are there, there: 15 
varicty of the choiceſt trea- 
ſure. ' Iris written. of.  Shuſa 
in Pcrſ1a, that it was fo rich 
thar the ſtones were joyned 


peri: with Gold: Thus. 
City if you can take it, ſaid 


Anaxagoras to his ſouldiers, 
you may vye with Fove him- 
lelf for riches. But what 4 
poor place is this to.the Ne 

Jeruſalem, where pure Gold 
is the Pavement, and. the 


| Walls of precious pearls * 


REV, 


(39) 

Rev. 21, 19, Saints Cefires 
will then be ſatisfied bcin 
hid with the fulneſs of God, 
Epheſ. 3.19. they (hall have 
more than they can wiſh for ; 
O noble place ! O happy Ci- 
LIzCns ! 

3. Icis a beautiful City, 
beautiful for {ituation is this 
Ccoleſtial Sox, (cated above 
the Starry firmament,not here 
and there beſpangled with 
olittering ſpots, but wholly 
ſhining with moſt exquitie 
elory and brightneſs, 7t 14th 
n0 need of the Stn, nor of the 
Atoon to ſhine ia it : for the 
glory of the Lord aoth lighten 
it, and the Lamb u the loht 
thereof, Rev.2 1.23. Animncom- 
parable place that mult of ne- 
ccſhity be where God dwells, 
where the eternal Majeſty re- 
ides. All earthly beauty is 

but 
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but darkneſs to this Cceleſti- 
al ſplendor ; here are Riches 
that will never waſte, here i3 
life, here is Eternity, and 
this brings me to the fourth 
particular, 

4. It is an Eternal City, 
its perpetuity adds to its g!0- 
ry, it cannot bc inoved, thole 
Coeleſtial manſions cannot 
by itubtile fire-works be 
blown up or reſolved into a 
rude Chaos, it laſts for ever. 
No Machiavilian ſtratagem 
can demoliſh it, you need not 
fear Satans Tyranny or poli- 
cy, the accuſer of the Bre- 
thren u; caſt out, Rev, 12,10. 
there is no undermining this 
City, whoſe builder and ma- 
ker ts God, Heb, 11. 10. 
this glorious Fabrick muſt of 
neceflity be firm that hath in- 
finite wiſdom to contrive it, 

infinite 
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infinite power to protec it. 
Will now the excellency of 
this City perſwade you to 
an heavenly Converſation * 
Could the diſtracted ſenſual 
worldling ſhew me a better 
place than this, I would con- 
tend for it, but I am ſurehe 
cannot, I will eadeavour there- 
fore to honour my Maker,and 
wait paticntly for poſleſſion 
of a place in this heavenly Ci- 
ty. Now if you would have 
your Converſation in Hea- 
ven follow theſe directions. 

1, Dye to the world, Col. 
3.2, for ye are atad, and 
your life is hid with Chriſt 
in God ; dying comforts call 
for dying affections. The 
world is the ruine and deſtru- 
tion of many, the more 
wealthy many are, the more 
wicked, Theworldsfavourires 
are 
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are Enemies to Heaven : 
Fames 4. Know ye not that 
the friendſhip of the world is 
enmity with Goa ? They that 
will be rich fall into many 
ſnares and many hurtful 
laſts that drown men in per- 
dition, 1 Tz. 6, 9. The 
world kills its lovers witli its 
Embraces, a true Saint over- 
cores it, 1 Fohn 5. 4. whoſo- 
ever ts bor of Goa, over- 
romes the world ; this noble 
victorious triumpBber gives it 
its deaths wound by the Croſs 
of Chriſt, Gl, 6. 14. God 
forbid that tſhould glory ſave 
in the Croſs of our Lora Fe- 
ſas Chriſt, by whom the worls 
is Crucified to me : he will 
not caſt away himſelf for 
tranſitory trifles, or for a pc- 
riihing world loſe an eternal 
Kingdom, He knows thar 
he 
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he who loveth vanity, vant- 
ty ſhall be his Recompence, 
Fob 15, 31. therefore his af- 
fetions are mortified to the 
worlds enjoyments, and fix- 
ed upon better objects. 
2. If you would have your 
,Converlatioa in Heaven, 
then part with every thing 
that would hinder it. Let 
not {1n or the world be dearer 
unto you than Chriſt and 
Heaven ; allow your ſelves 
in no known offence. Eve- 
ry ſinner is an enemy to God, 
and be (ure he will nor 
vouchſafe to converie with 
ſuch unle(s they repent, Sin 
45 the caulc of all our milery, 
this like a thief will ſteal 
away thy gains and kecp thee 
from thriving in thy heaven- 
ly Trade, If thou wouldit 
enjoy Communion with the 
fathce 
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father of Lights, have no fel. 
lowſhip with the unfruicfu! 
works of darkneſs, Epheſ. 
5. 11. this will bring thee to 
Hell and not to Heaven, it 
will obſtru& the paſlage to 
the Land of Canazr. 

3. Be well acquainted with 
and affected to the Laws of 
this City. Seek the peace 
of Feruſalem, Plal. 122.6. 
they (hall proſper that love 
Sion. Delight in the Law of 
the Lord after the inward 
man, Pſal. 1.2. Read thar 
Royal Statute made by the 
God of glory, Heb. 12, 14. 
Without Holineſs no man 
ſball fee the Lord, If thou 
art not a Regenerate perſon 
and beareſt the Image of thy 
maker,if thou beeſt not a par- 
taker of the Divine nature, 
and thy heart comply nor 

ith 
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with the will of God, thy 
Converſation wili not be 
Heavenly. ' If thou delight- 
eſt notin his worthip, if thou 
yieldeſt not obedience to his 
word, if thou doſt not medi- 
rate in his precepts, if thou 
doſt not ſerve and pleaſe thy 
Saviour, if rhou art not care- 
ful of thy aftc&ions and acti- 
Ons; in a word, if you donor 
rake plea(ure in religious du- 
ries, and exerciſe your {clves 
ro Godlinels, your Conver- 
{ation will not be heavenly. 
4 Diretion, Taſte and (ce 
that God is gracious ; icek 
after peace of Conſcience, 
and that Joy that comes by 
believing. The life of a 
Saint, is the moſt joyful life. 
Many Jovial ſen{ualiſts that 
never taſted of the grapes of 
Eſco!, of the Cluſters of che 
C Hea- 
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Heavenly Canaan, of the 


precious fruits of Godlinels, 


like the unbelicving Spies, 
would fain bring a {lander 
on an holy hifc. They think 
Religion makes mcn melan- 
caoly, 2nd that when once 
we talute Chriſtianity, we 
take our leave of picalure, 
Alas ye Sons of Ignoratice, 
can you find any detiight in 
Earthly things © Can you 
plcaſe your iclves wich the 
Mclodious aires of muſical 
Inſtruments, with the found 


of Tuneable Wircs 2 Can 


you ralte {weernels in Crea- 


rurcs, and co you think the 
fountains of pleaſure to be 
void of delight Do you 
think Saints, that have God 
to be theus, to be without 
tuue ipiuitual Joy 7 Alas your 
Caillal Much 1s as 111 as mad- 

nets, 
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neſs, your falfe Joy will end 
in pain ; Bur che ſpiritual 
comforts that Saints enjoy, 
they arc reviving and du- 
rable, O the excellency of 
a good Conicience that qui- 
ers a Chriſtian in trouble, 
that makes him rejoyce in the 
Lord ! This is a continual 
Feaſt, Prov, 15. 15. Stran- 
gers meddie not with Saints 
joys, they know not by ex- 
pericnce that the wayes of 
Religion are wayes of plca- 
fantnets, A Saints ſolid 
joyes far cxcced all their 
flcthly airy delizhts : ſerious 
holine(s affords real cheerful- 
neſs : (fuch {it under Chriſts 


ſhadow with oreat deltght, 


and his Frey: is [weet to their 
taſte, Cant. 2.3. (uci feed 
on dy Manns, they 
drink of the Wine of Para- 
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dife, and dclight in conver- 
_s with their Lord. 

Believe the Priviiecges 
of this City, Live by Faith, 
and in the joyfu! expectation 
of being a Citizen there. 

W alk A it becometrh the 
Golpe!. O Remember thy 
high Calling, and do no- 
thing Uni orthy of it. Faith 
4s the Worlds Conquerour, 
þ Tohn FT us your ['t- 
cory over the world, even 
your fatth, Thole Noble 
Acts performcd by the Lords 
worthies, Heb, 11, were 
done by che power of Faith, 
Faith thews the ſoul what 
 exce!])cnr delights there are at 
Gods Kiohr hand, what hap- 
pinets here is for thoſe that 
diligently obſerve the Com- 
mands of the Lord. Faith 
lovks not on things ſccn that 


are 
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are temporal, but at things 
'not {een which are eterna}: 
Faith diſcovers the exceilen- 


cies of tne Land of promiſe, 


,and deciarcs to a Saint what 
dc)ightful blits he will pas- 


take of when in the preſence 


t his Cear Redeemer, This 
keeps Chriſtians ſteady, that 
they arc not moved from ttc 
hopes of the Goſpel, but are 
employed in following the 
Lord, in dedicating them- 
ſcives to his ſervice, and look- 
ing for the Rewards of Glory. 
To conclude then, would you 
have Hcaven hereaſtcr, Let 
your Conver'ation be Hea- 


venly whileſt here. Mind 


the things that beloag to 
your etcrna] peace, that {0 
God and Chriſt, Hcaven and 
happinels, life and Salvation 
may be yours, that you may 


C 3 livs: 
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_ Jive with Angels, and con- 
verſe with the ſpirits of Jult 
men mace perfect, 
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